Sounders star eager 
for shot at MLS Cup | 
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SEATTLE’S RENTS CLIMB 
TO 5TH HIGHEST IN U.S. 


Gene Balk / FYI Guy 


Seattle Times staff columnist 


Data can sometimes 
reveal unexpected 
trends. This isn’t one of 
those times. 

New numbers from the 
U.S. Census Bureau show 
that Seattle is — for the first 
time — among the five most-expensive big 
cities for renters. The median amount paid 
by Seattle renters reached $1,448 last year, 


an increase of $92 from 2015. 

The median is the midway point. Half the 
renters pay more, and half the renters pay 
less. 

The cost is certainly no surprise to anyone 
who’s at the whim of the local rental market, 
and that’s a lot of people. The data show 
about 331,000 people were living in rental 
units in Seattle last year, a jump of close to 
60,000 since the start of this decade. 

Back in 2014 — a mere three years ago — I 
wrote about Seattle making its debut among 
the top 10 most-expensive rental cities. It 
seemed like big news at the time, but as it 
turns out, we were just warming up. 


Since then, Seattle has climbed its way 
past Los Angeles, Virginia Beach, Honolulu, 
and even New York City, which we toppled in 
2015. 

Then, last year, we leapfrogged Washing- 
ton, D.C., into the No. 5 spot among the 50 
biggest cities in the country. 

As for next year? Look out, Boston, we’re 
right there in your rearview mirror. 

The biggest rent increase — $162 — was in 
San Jose, California, which also has the high- 
est median of any major city. Portland saw its 
median go up by more than $100 for the first 
time, ranking the Rose City fifth for rent 
increases last year. Even at $1,153, it’s signif- 
icantly cheaper than Seattle. 

Some of the dollar amounts for median 
rent in the census data might sound strangely 
low. For example, the median for San Fran- 
cisco is less than $1,800, but good luck trying 

See > FYI GUY, A6 


Fierce California fires claim a life 
as thousands flee fast-moving flames 
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GREGORY BULL / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Fire crews search for hot spots Friday among destroyed homes in the Rancho Monserate Country Club community in Fallbrook, Cali- 
fornia, north of San Diego. The wildfires have destroyed 500 buildings and burned nearly 250 square miles since Monday. 


FEROCIOUS WINDS WHIP 
SPARKS INTO INFERNOS 


Crews gain some control 
over largest fire in state 


By JULIE WATSON 
AND ELLIOT SPAGAT 
The Associated Press 


FALLBROOK, Calif. — Flames 
were practically on top of Dick 
and Joan Marsala’s home when 
they got an urgent knock on the 
door and were told to leave. 

The couple, in their mid-80s, 
grabbed only a change of clothes 
and medications before fleeing 
Thursday through wind gusts and 
smoke as fire swallowed the row 
of mobile homes behind their 
place in the Rancho Monserate 
Country Club north of San Diego. 


It’s a story that has played out she said. 
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in communities across much of 
Southern California this week as 
ferocious Santa Ana winds 
whipped sparks into massive 
infernos that have killed one 
person, destroyed more than 500 
buildings, killed dozens of horses 
and forced hundreds of thou- 
sands of people to run from fires 
that have burned nearly 250 
square miles since Monday. 

On Friday, the first fire-related 
death was confirmed by the 
Ventura County medical examin- 
er’s Office. 

Virginia Pesola, 70, of Santa 
Paula, was found dead Wednes- 
day night along an evacuation 
route near a fire northwest of Los 


HILARY SWIFT / THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Patricia Hampton wipes away tears at the shelter on the 
county fairgrounds in Ventura, California. Hampton lost her 
home on Monday. “Whenever I think about it, I start crying, 
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Angeles. Her death was caused 
by crash injuries, smoke inhala- 
tion and burns, the medical ex- 
aminetr’s office said. 
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Seattle man 
accuses film 
director of 
sexual assault 


LAKE WASHINGTON YACHT PARTY 


‘X-Men’ director Bryan Singer 
denies allegations in lawsuit 


By LEWIS KAMB 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

A Seattle man who this week sued Holly- 
wood director Bryan Singer for allegedly 
sexually assaulting him during a yacht 
party on Lake Washington 
14 years ago said Friday 
he’s coming forward now 
so that “Singer is held 
accountable for his ac- 
tions.” 

Cesar Sanchez-Guzman 
says he was 17 and had 
just come out as gay to 
friends when he met Sing- 
er on the yacht of a 
wealthy technology inves- 
tor in 2003. 

“I didn’t know who he 
was or what his occupation was,” Sanchez- 
Guzman said of Singer during a telephone 
interview with The Seattle Times. “Bryan 
flirtatiously approached me, introduced 
himself and asked me if I’d been on the 
yacht before. I told him no, this was my 
first time. I was excited.” 

Singer offered to give him a tour, San- 
chez-Guzman said, and eventually escort- 
ed him to the boat’s master bedroom. It 

See > SINGER, A4 
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London restaurant 
rated No. 1 online 
was high-concept, 
all right — as hoax 
‘THE SHED AT DULWICH’ 


TripAdvisor fooled by writer’s 
experiment in disinformation 


By ELI ROSENBERG 
The Washington Post 

It was a unique restaurant in London 
and the hardest to get into. It beat out 
thousands of upscale restaurants in the city 
to earn the top ranking on the popular 
review site TripAdvisor for a time, drawing 
a flood of interest. 

There was just one problem: It didn’t 
exist. 

The restaurant was just a listing created 
this year by a freelance writer, Oobah 
Butler, as an experiment on TripAdvisor, 
where his home — a shed in the Dulwich 
area in South London — suddenly became 
a high-concept new restaurant: “The Shed 
at Dulwich.” 

With hardly more than some fake re- 
views — “Best shed based experience in 
London!” a particularly cheeky one read — 
and a website, it had gamed the site’s rat- 

See > SHED, A6 
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